
 

LAWS GOVERNING THE MOVEMENTS (IMPORTS & EXPORTS) OF CULTURAL & NATIONAL HERITAGE: 

 

Ordinance/Act Sections Regulations 

 

                                                         CONTROLLING LAWS 
Customs Ordinance (Chap. 235)  

Ord : No. 17 of 1869 

Amend. Act No. 2 of 2003 

Sec 12,  

Sch.  B 

 

 

Co-ordinate the application of written laws with Customs Ordinance.  

Import  & Export Control  Act 
(Chap. 347)Act. No. 1 of 1969  

Sec 21 

 

 

Provide for the application of the Customs Ordinance. 

 

 

                                                         CULTURAL 

Antiquities Ordinance (Chap.394), 

Ord. No. 09 of 1940 

 

Act No.24 of 1998 

 

Act No.12 of 2005 

 

Sec  16 

 

Sec  36,37 

 Sec.5 

 

 Sec.36                        

Declaration of Monuments prior to 2/3/1815 ,by the Minister. 

 

Prohibition of export of antiquities except upon license issued by DG. 

Archaeology.  

 Amendment of Sec.16 as the ancient monument means the monuments 

in existence not less than 100 years. 

Provide for the application of the provisions of the Customs Ordinance. 

Cultural Property Act 
No 73 0f 1988 

Sec 2 

 

 Sec 5 

 

 

Sec 22  

Sec 24 

Sec 29 

 

Prohibition of export of cultural properties except upon license issued 

by controller of Imports &Exports. 

Penalties,  

Provide for the application of the provisions of the Customs Ordinance. 

 

Registration of Cultural property. 

Examination of Cultural property. 

Interpretations  

National Archives Act (Cha 380). 

Act  No. 48 of 1973 

 

 

 

 

Act  No. 05 of 1976 

Sec 12 

 

 

Sec 14 

 

Sec 24 

 

 

Being a public record, document, or manuscript or any other printed 

matter which is over 50 years old & which is of a historical, cultural or 

literary value. 

Prohibition of export of national archives under a permit issued by DG 

National archives. 

Interpretations. 

 

                                                INTERNATIONAL CONVENTIONS 

United Nations Convention on the 

world Cultural & Natural 

Heritage (1972). 

D/A 16.11.1972 

D/R 06.06.1980 

Declaration of the sites of world Cultural & Natural Heritage. 

 


