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The Gazette of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka
EXTRA ORDINARY

(Published by Authority)
PART I: SECTION (I) - GENERAL

Government Notification

CUSTOMS NOTIFICATION

Regulations under Section 101 (Chapter 235) of the Customs Ordinance

By virtue of the powers vested in me by Section 101. (1)(f) Of the Customs Ordinance (Chapter
235) as amended, I, Anura Kumara Dissanayake, Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic
Development, promulgate following regulations.
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Aﬁﬁl‘*{l&ﬁﬂ{na&ga‘" Dissanayake
Minister of Finance)Planning and
Economic Devéfopment.

Ministry of Finance, Planning and Economic Development,
Colombo 01.
May t\ , 2026.

REGULATIONS

Preliminary

I. These regulations may be cited as the “Customs Advance Rulings on Commodity
Classification, Rules of Origin (Imports) and Customs Valuation Regulations 01/2026 ”
and shall come into effect from [/, - ©/4.2026 superseding the “Customs Advance Rulings
on Commodity Classification Regulations 01/2024” from the same date,

2. These Regulations shall govern all the matters pertaining to Customs Advance Rulings on
questions relating to appropriate Commodity Classification, Rules of Origin (Imports) and
Customs Valuation for determining tariff treatment in Sri Lanka.
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3. Customs Advance Rulings on Commodity Classification, determination of Country of
Origin (Imports) and ascertainment of appropriate Customs Valuation Principles mean a
written decision issued by Sri Lanka Customs on specific questions submitted by an
eligible applicant through an application made in prescribed format and supported by \
required information and documents. 3

4. The questions that may be posed by eligible applicants for Customs Advance Rulings shall
be made prior to the import or export transaction and may relate to;

(1) classification of goods / commaodities in the tariff nomenclature, or

(i1) origin of importable goods for seeking preferential tariff treatment under
any Trade Agreement entered into by the Government of Sri Lanka
subsequent to the date of this Gazette, and, in respect of existing Trade
Agreements, only upon mutual consent of the parties to such Agreements,
or

(i) Customs valuation principles for determining the customs value of goods.

5. An application for Customs Advance Ruling shall not be entertained for determination of
the Customs Value for a specific import consignment that has already been imported.
Customs Advance Rulings on Valuation shall be strictly limited to the interpretation and
applicability of Customs Valuation principles and rules relating to the Customs Value of
goods prior to importation.

Applicants Eligible for Seeking Customs Advance Rulings

6. Any importer, exporter, or manufacturer, registered with a valid Tax Identification
Number (TIN) in Sri Lanka or any person or entity local or overseas with a reasonable
cause (hercinafter referred to as “eligible applicant”) is eligible to seek Customs Advance
Rulings under these Regulations either directly or through an authorized representative,
following the procedure prescribed hereunder.

7. In Regulation 6 above:

(1) “Any person or entity, local or overseas with a reasonable cause” refers to
any person or entity (including foreign entity) who may either be engaged
in or intending to engage in export or import of goods, having reasonable
evidence reflecting such intention.

(i1) “Representative”-refers hereto:

(a) a licensed Customs House Agent (CHA) registered with Sri Lanka
Customs;

(b) a law firm or legal practitioner operating in Sri Lanka with a valid TIN;
or

(¢) any other business entity registered in Sri Lanka with a valid TIN.

8. An eligible applicant seeking Customs Advance Rulings through a representative shall
submit a Letter of Authorization addressed to the Director of Customs, Specialized
Services Directorate providing details of the representative, including relationship, if any




to the applicant. Both the applicant and the authorized representative shall be responsible

for the accuracy of the information and validity of the documents submitted and
statements made as part of the application for seeking Customs Advance Rulings.

Submission of Application for Seeking Customs Advance Rulings
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10.

Eligible applicant or authorized representative thereof, who desires to seek Customs
Advance Rulings on questions relating to commodity classification, Rules of Origin
(Imports) or Customs valuation in Sri Lanka shall submit an application in conformity

with the formats set out in Schedule I, Schedule II and Schedule III as the case may be, to
these Regulations.

An application for Customs Advance Rulings, in the prescribed form and manner, along
with supporting documents and, if possible, samples of the goods in respect of which the
ruling is being sought, shall be submitted to the Director of Customs, Specialized
Services Directorate located at 3¢ Floor, Sri Lanka Customs, Number 40, Main
Street, Colombo 11.

Application for Customs Advance Ruling on Commodity Classification
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- Application for Customs Advance Ruling on Commodity Classification;

(i) shall be made using Form ARCC-01 as specified in Schedule I to these
Regulation,

(i)  may indicate competing Harmonized System (HS) codes wherein goods may
merit classification and thereafter proceed to submit arguments in support of
appropriateness of one of the competing entries,

(iii) may where feasible, be supported by necessary samples, prototypes, 3-D
models, photographs, catalogues/brochures, product literature, analysis reports
issued by accredited laboratories, technical data sheets, mill reports,
ingredients/material composition lists, diagrams describing the manufacturing
processes or the processing undergone by the materials and any other
documents, including online materials, as appropriate, that may assist in the
proper identification of the commodity being classified and in determining it’s
correct classification,

(iv)  may also be supported by any classification guidance issued by the World
Customs Organization (WCO).

12. All supporting documents and materials shall be submitted together with the application
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and shall be duly enumerated in a separate Sheet titled “Supporting Documents and
Materials”. The applicant and/or the duly authorized representative shall bear full and

sole responsibility as of the accuracy and authenticity of all such submitted documents
and materials thereof.

A separate application shall be submitted for seeking ruling on classification of a
different commodity. However, a single application may suffice in case, a ruling is
sought in respect of a commodity, with variations, such as mode] number, size, etc. that
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are not relevant in determining the tariff classification (HS Code) of the commodity
under consideration.

Application for Customs Advance Ruling on Rules of Origin (Imports)

14. Application for Customs Advance Ruling on Origin (Imports) shall be made;

15.

16.

17/

18.

14

20.

(1) using Form ARRO-01 as specified in Schedule II to these Regulations.
(i) citing reference to the specific trade agreement under which the determination
is being sought, subject to Regulation 4(ii).

The applicant shall submit the specific rule(s) of the relevant agreement that may be
necessary to determine the origin of the goods, mentioning the tariff classification (HS
Code) of the goods as well.

Hlustratively, where an applicant seeks a ruling on whether a good proposed to be

imported qualifies under a preferential trade arrangement, the application shall
[
specify the applicable origin criteria and the relevant provision of the applicable '

Agreement invoked for such determination.

Separate applications shall be submitted in respect of different goods whose origins are
sought to be determined.

Application may be supported by the certificate of origin issued by the approved
authority in the originating territory, and be accompanied by documents, etc. submitted
to obtain the said origin certificate, to the extent available to the applicant.

Application may be supported by necessary samples, prototypes, 3-D models,
photographs, catalogues/brochures, product literature, analysis reports issued by
accredited laboratories, technical data sheets, mill reports, ingredient/material
composition lists, diagrams describing the manufacturing processes or the processing
undergone by the materials and any other documents undertaken in the territory whose
origin is being claimed.

Application wherein determination of origin is sought in respect of not wholly obtained ‘

products under Rules of Origin criteria shall provide certified data regarding — (a) Free
on Board (FOB) value, (b) Value of Non-Originating Materials (VNM), and (c) any
other relevant data required to determine compliance with the applicable Rules of Origin
criteria.

All supporting documents and materials shall be submitted together with the application
and shall be duly enumerated in a separate Sheet titled “Supporting Documents and
Materials™. The applicant and/or the duly authorized representative shall bear full and

sole responsibility as of the accuracy and authenticity of all such submitted documents
and materials thereof,
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21. Applications for Customs Advance Rulings on Valuation shall be made using Form
ARCV-01, as set out in Schedule III to these Regulations.

Application for Customs Advance Ruling on Valuation

22. Each application shall relate to one specific valuation issue arising from an actual or
clearly contemplated import transaction, supported by relevant documentary evidence.

23. Separate applications shall be submitted for distinct valuation issues. However, multiple
valuation issues arising from a single sale—purchase arrangement or contractual
transaction shall be treated as one valuation issue for the purposes of these Regulations.

24. Applications seeking Customs Advance Rulings on valuation shall not be entertained
where the question is hypothetical, academic, or not connected to a genuine or planned
import transaction.

25. Customs Advance Rulings on valuation may be sought in respect of matters, in
accordance with Schedule E to the Customs Ordinance (Chapter 235), the World Trade
Organization (WTO) Customs Valuation Agreement as adopted, and the applicable
valuation rules and regulations.

26. Applications shall be accompanied by all relevant supporting documents necessary to
establish the facts of the transaction, which may include, but shall not be limited to:

(i) Sales or Purchase Contracts;

(ii) Invoice/s (if any);

(iii) Royalty or License Agreements;

(iv) Distributor, Agency, or Related-Party Agreements;

(v) Commission or Brokerage Agreements;

(vi) Transport and Insurance Documents;

(vii)  Proof of Payment, including Advance Payments;

(viii)  Cost Statements and Accounting Records, where applicable; and
(ix)  any other documents relevant to the valuation issue raised.

27. All supporting documents and materials submitted together with the application shall be
duly enumerated in a separate sheet titled “Supporting Documents and Materials” and
shall be accompanied by a declaration duly signed by the applicant and/or the authorized
representative, affirming the accuracy, authenticity and completeness of all such
submitted documents and materials thereof.

Processing and Issuance of Customs Advance Rulings.

28. Application for Customs Advance Rulings submitted to the Director of Customs,
Specialized Services Directorate shall be transferred to the relevant Directorate, as
indicated below, for further processing depending on the question on which advance
ruling is being sought:

(1) Commodity Classification by Specialized Services Directorate.
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29.

30.

31
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33

34.
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(i) Rules of Origin (Imports) by Declarations Directorate.

(111) Valuation matters by Central Valuations Directorate.

Specialized Services Directorate shall provisionally examine the application to
determine its conformity and admissibility and shall thereupon issue a unique reference
number acknowledging receipt of such application, which shall be used for all future
correspondence.

The relevant Directorate may, if necessary, request additional information from the
applicant and/or authorized representative to facilitate the expeditious determination of
the matter submitted for a Customs Advance Ruling, including any clarification or
validation, either in person or by such other mode of communication, as may deem fit.
The applicant shall be provided with a period not less than five (05) working days to
furnish a response.

The relevant Directorate shall issue Customs Advance Rulings within ninety (90) days
from the date of submission of duly completed application, provided that all necessary
information have been submitted by the applicant/ authorized representative and the
rulings shall be conveyed to the applicant/ authorized representative in writing and also
be made available in the Customs Rulings Database. In case the applicant is an

Authorized Economic Operator (AEO), the Advance Ruling shall be issued within sixty
(60) days.

Where a request for additional information, documents or clarifications is made by
Customs, the running of the prescribed period of sixty (60) days for AEO companies and
ninety (90) days for other entities, shall stand suspended with effect from the date of
such request. The computation of the said period shall recommence only upon receipt of
the complete information, documents or clarifications as required.

Customs Advance Rulings issued shall answer the question posed in as precise a manner |

as possible. For example, ruling on commodity classification shall be issued at HS Code
eight (08) digit basis, where appropriate; ruling on origin (Imports) shall answer the
question whether the goods in question meet the origin requirement under the relevant
agreement; and ruling on Customs Valuation shall answer the question whether the
referred component is a part of the Customs Value or not.

The Classification of commodities shall be governed by the principles set out under the
General Rules for the Interpretation of the Harmonized Commodity Coding and
Description System. For this purpose, due reference shall also be made to the
Explanatory Notes to the said Harmonized System.
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35. Failure to provide further information under Regulation 30, by the applicant/ authorized
representative within thirty (30) days from the date of such request, without any
acceptable reason, shall result in declining the issuance of Customs Advance Ruling.

Declining and Postponing Issuance of Customs Advance Rulings.

36. Further processing or issuance of Customs Advance Ruling may be declined at any
stage, if it is found that the information submitted by the applicant/ authorized
representative is false or contradictory to any information submitted by the same

applicant before any officer of Sri Lanka Customs, any other government agencies or an
Appellate Tribunal or a Court.

377. The issuance of Customs Advance Ruling shall be declined at any stage of processing of

application, if the question posed in the application is already decided by or is pending
before an Appellate Tribunal or Any Court.

38.If the issuance of Customs Advance Ruling is declined, the applicant/ authorized
representative shall be informed in writing including electronic means, setting out the
relevant facts and the basis for the decision.

Legal Validity of Customs Advance Rulings

39. A Customs Advance Ruling issued under these Regulations shall be binding on the
applicant, subject to the provisions of review and appeal provided in these regulations.

40. All Customs Advance Rulings shall be binding only where the material facts,
circumstances, contractual terms, and legal provisions remain identical to those on
which the ruling was based.

41. A Customs Advance Ruling issued under these Regulations to an applicant shall be
binding on Sri Lanka Customs and the authorized representative only in respect of the
said applicant.

42. A Customs Advance Ruling issued under these Regulations shall be valid for three (03)
years from the date of issuance, unless such Ruling is reviewed, revoked, annulled
following the procedure prescribed in these regulations or invalidated by a competent
legal authority, before the expiry of the three-years validity.

Annulment of Customs Advance Ruling

43. A Customs Advance Ruling shall be annulled, if it is established that any fact submitted
by the applicant/ authorized representative was false or wilfully misleading, including
cases involving suppression of material facts.

44. The relevant Directorate shall notify the applicant/ authorized representative to whom a
Customs Advance Ruling was issued, regarding the initiation of the annulment process
in writing with the grounds for initiation of the process and giving an opportunity to
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contest the grounds mentioned in the notice within a period of two weeks from the date
of communication of the notice.

The applicability of Customs Advance Rulings shall stand suspended from the date of
issue of the said notice issued under Regulation 44.

. The relevant Directorate shall issue an order in writing notifying the annulment, or

otherwise as the case maybe, after considering the reply, if any received from the
applicant.

Unless otherwise mentioned, an order of annulment of Customs Advance Ruling shall
be effective from the date on which the said Ruling was issued.

Any action, including recovery of duties or denial of benefits, along with penal
consequences, as applicable, shall be initiated after the issue of order of annulment.

Modification, Revocation or Invalidation of Advance Ruling

49,

50.
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54.

Validity of a Customs Advance Ruling may result in invalidation, revocation or
modification due to changes to the domestic laws, or changes following decisions or
rulings by the World Customs Organization or change in the status of an existing trade
agreement or coming into force of a new agreement.

An action under Regulation 49 may be initiated suo motu by the relevant Directorate or
upon written request by the applicant/ authorized representative.

In cases where the process of invalidation, revocation or modification has been initiated
suo motu, the concerned applicant/ authorized representative shall be notified in writing
of the grounds for proposed invalidation, revocation or modification of the Customs
Advance Ruling and giving one-week time to reply to the notice.

The relevant Directorate shall issue an order in writing communicating invalidation,
revocation or modification of the Customs Advance Rulings, explaining the basis for the |
said invalidation, revocation or modification.

Unless otherwise specified, including reasons for the same, an order issued under
Regulation 52 shall come into force from the date of issue of the order, and not from the
date of original advance ruling.

No Customs Advance Ruling shall be applied retroactively to importations or
exportations made prior to the date of its issuance.

Review of Customs Advance Rulings

9.3,

An applicant, who has sought and obtained Customs Advance Ruling, and is not
satisfied with decision communicated, may make a request in writing for review of the
advance ruling, either directly or through an authorized representative, to the relevant
Directorate specifying the grounds of review request, along with any additional







